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A message from our President
I pray everyone had a Merry Christmas celebrating the 
birth of Jesus with their family and friends. God is good all 
the time! 

Since the last publication of the Messenger many wonder-
ful things have taken place around our Diocese. The Re-
membrance Tree  ceremony at the Seminary was a beauti-
ful event, and it was well covered in the Florida Catholic – 
on the first page!   

Take a Sister to Brunch at St. Matthew’s was a celebration 
of joy.  The religious sisters were so grateful for the time 
we spent together. They each received a prayer shawl lov-
ingly created by the St. Matthew Knitting and Crocheting 
Group. The glee on their faces was priceless as they opened 
the packages. 

The first ever Golden Rose Award Ceremony is going to 
happen!  To date we received 8 honorees from our parishes 
around the Diocese. The event will take place Saturday, 
January 14, 2023, at St. Lucie’s parish hall. While the re-
sponse was small, we are hoping that as the years go by 
more and more parishes will present a young lady for this 
award. The Golden Rose Award was featured in the NCCW 
Magazine,  Vol. 48, No. 4.   
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This has now become an  NCCW event and our winner’s 
are eligible to  be nominated on a national level beginning 
with the 2023 NCCW Convention. Our youth are recog-
nized for academic and sports achievements. The time has 
come to recognize these young ladies for their contributions 
on a spiritual and service level. Congratulations to all our 
honorees! I hope everyone can join us on January 14th  to 
celebrate these young women. 

Our Inspirations Fashion Show will take place on  
February 4th, at the Embassy Suites and the organizers of 
our Catholic  Women of Faith/Women of Action Confer-
ence in March are excited for the guest speaker, Janet 
Marana, Executive Director of Priests for Life. This is 
shaping up to be a wonderful day of spirituality and 
prayer. 
Finally, on May 12th & 13th, our Annual PBDCCW 
Convention will take place at the DoubleTree Hotel on 
PGA Boulevard. This is also an Installation year, and I 
will be handing over the gavel to the next president.  

As always, I thank you all for what you do and will do for 
this Council. Our successes are only because of all of you! 

May you continue to know God’s love for you! 
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-Doreen Recco, 

PBDCCW President

Our Lady of Good Counsel Pray for Us!
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Spirituality
We have just passed through a blessed season of Joy, 
where we celebrated the birth of our savior.  
Can you picture that we are sitting on a swing and be-
ing pushed back and forth by God, who so delights in 
us? We are holding on to the swing and laughing out 
loud. We are like children letting the Lord push us 
into the New Year. We can tell God every day how 
grateful we are for His Love. Jesus’ name is “God with 
us”. He will never leave us. He will fulfill our deepest 
needs. All we have to do is hold on to the swing.  

We can hope with a deep belief that our joy will be 
complete in Heaven some day because we are His 
beloved children, destined to share eternal life with 
Him, Our Father. We carry His presence to everyone 
we meet as we do our daily activities. We can be a 
source of joy and blessing to others. We have the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit alive in us. We have been given the 
power to change lives by our example and witness.  

In God we live and move and have our being. We can-
not forget that we are the miracle that God has made in 
us. We are loved and we can give this love to each oth-
er. Let’s do that this coming year.  

Have a Happy New Year, and may God bless you and 
keep you! 
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-Patti Amann, PBDCCW   
Spirituality Chairwoman
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News Across our Deaneries from 
the Deanery Presidents

Northern Deanery was truly blessed to have an engag-
ing speaker at our general meeting on October 29th at 
Holy Family in Port St. Lucie—our very own Leader-
ship Chair, Julie Ann Farrell.   

Julie Ann’s presentation entitled, Get Them in the Door 
was very well received.  She emphasized that we are 
all unique and possess strengths that will help us flour-
ish and multiply.  We gathered together with our affilia-
tions and brainstormed 6 questions the will enable us to 
Retain, Regain, and Grow our Council.   

This is just a beginning! We must build and gain confi-
dence in ourselves as leaders, movers & shakers as we 
enter into 2023.  With the guidance of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel, the  new year looks very promising for 
all of us. 

As Julie Ann says:  LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE! 

‘In the same way, your light must shine so that it can 
be seen by others; this will enable them to observe our 
good works and give praise to our Father in heaven.’ -
Matthew 5:16 
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To Jesus through Mary and 

Joseph: Catholic Women 

helping others through spir-

ituality, leadership, and ser-

vice. 

-Roxy LaChance, Northern 
Deanery President
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Happy New Year to all! 

As every year ends, we recall memories of our sweet 
sisters who have gone before us paving the path to the 
vibrant Council we enjoy today. The future holds so 
much hope and promise of continued success and the 
welcoming of new members joining us.  

The Council of Catholic Women is something you can 
proudly speak about to women in your parishes, family 
members, and friends. We all have a CCW story to 
share. Spread the good news and invite, invite, invite!! 
One way to encourage women to join us is to show the 
good things of Council through pictures. They do speak 
a thousand words!  

Patti Litz, Spirituality Chair and Historian, has been 
preparing beautiful slides for our Central Deanery 
events. These can be shown at our meetings at parishes 
that have screens. They are also uploaded into the PB-
DCCW.org website in our Central Deanery section. All 
Central Deanery affiliations are encouraged to submit 
their photos and commentary to Patti so that all your 
good works may be seen, shared and acknowledged. In 
this way we inspire each other. 

This 2023 New Year brings a joyous hope that God 
will abundantly bless our Council women 
and families. Let’s continue the charitable works we do 
and enjoy the fun events we sponsor. 
We know that the Lord sees us as we labor in service to 
Him. Let’s pray that He finds pleasure in 
all our Council plans, words, and actions in 2023 and 
beyond!  
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We are the Bride. 

-Dorothy Harper, Central 
Deanery President
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No report at this time. 

 

PBDCCW Committee Updates
Retired Pope Benedict XVI, who had an impressive record 
as a teacher and defender of the basics of Catholic faith, is 
likely to go down in history books as the first pope in al-
most 600 years to resign. He died Dec. 31, 2022 at the age 
of 95, nearly 10 years after leaving the papacy to retire to 
what he said would be a life of prayer and study.  

On a historic visit to the United States in 2008, the pope 
brought his own identity into clearer focus for Americans. 
He set forth a moral challenge on issues ranging from eco-
nomic justice to abortion. 

Please be sure to visit the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops website USCCB.org to keep up to date on the lat-
est legislation issues effecting our Catholic faith, including 
finding your local representatives to encourage them to take 
action.  

Let us be consistently ‘pro-life’ using Catholic Social 
Teaching.  Let us examine life issues such as poverty, 
racism, healthcare and climate change; and focus on foster-
ing a more rounded vision of what it means to be ‘pro-life’, 
fostering abundant life, especially for the most vulnerable. 
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Legislation 

-Teresa Cecil, PBDCCW  
Legislation Chairman

We are never alone when 

left with God. 

-Anna Hernandez-Diaz, 
Southern Deanery President

http://USCCB.org
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The High School Scholarships are awarded at the PBDC-
CW Convention. Please do your best to let anyone that you 
know be aware of the High School Scholarship. The appli-
cation will be on the PBDCCW website for anyone to 
download. Letters were sent in September to Catholic high 
schools and churches, along with applications, by our Pres-
ident, Doreen Recco. Additional letters will be sent in Jan-
uary by our diocesan contact, Jennifer.  

Remember that there is $1,000 awarded to a female student 
in each deanery, so let’s be sure each deanery is represented 
this year.  I am asking the Deanery Presidents to get the 
word out, and to remind all affiliations to please contribute 
to the Scholarship fund by setting aside monies in your 
budget. You may also contribute as an individual to the 
Scholarship fund (memorial cards are available), and I hope 
that you will consider doing that.  

Details on the Scholarship Program are on PBDCCW.org 

Please do your best to support this program. We thank you 
for all that you do! 

 

The Seminarian Luncheon and Mass will be held on Mon-
day, May 8th, at St. Matthew Catholic Church. As in pre-
vious years, Bishop Gerald Barbarito will be attending.  
The registration form and details are now available on 
PBDCCW.org 

Please share this information with your CCW sisters.  We 
encourage you to invite your Pastors to attend, if your bud-
get allows.  The Seminarians truly enjoy this annual event 
sharing fellowship with our Sisters in Council.   
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PBDCCW Scholarship 

Myrna Wong, PBDCCW 
Scholarship Chairman

PBDCCW Seminarian 
Luncheon 

Jean Waddington, 
PBDCCW Seminarian 
Luncheon  Chairman

http://PBDCCW.org
http://PBDCCW.org
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Our annual PBDCCW Inspirations Fashion Show event 
which will be held on Saturday, February 4th, 2023 at 
the Embassy Suites on PGA Blvd., which is centrally lo-
cated and easy to access via I-95.  We will again have 
Rose Meyerwich as our fashion coordinator.  Rose always 
does a fabulous job, and pulls from a variety of small shops 
throughout Palm Beach County.  Registration Packet, de-
tails (including deadlines!) are available on our PBDC-
CW.org website.  

Volunteers are needed for the day of the event to assist us 
with: registration check-in, raffle basket ticket sales, 50/50 
ticket sales, and set-up the morning of the event.  

Most importantly, we will need all of you to attend this 
FUN event…invite your friends…what a great time to con-
nect with one another! We will be attending our Deanery 
meetings to create the excitement…please help us spread 
the word.  Thank you.  

We anticipate an exciting 12th Annual Women of Faith 
Women of Action conference on Saturday, March 25th, at 
the Cathedral of St. Ignatius Loyola.   

The theme of the conference is ‘BE THE VOICE’.  The 
guest speaker will be Janet Morana.  Get to know more 
about Janet’s cause on www.silentnomoreawareness.org or 
www.priestsforlife.org or the catholicviewforwomen.org  

The $35 fee remains the same as last year, which includes a 
continental breakfast and box lunch.  Registration packets 
are now available on pbdccw.org .  We urge you to make 
this a part of your lenten journey this year.   

If you feel a calling to assist us on this exciting day, please 
contact Janet Richards. We need you!
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Inspirations Fashion Show 

Paula Barto & Luisa Giliberti, 
PBDCCW Inspirations Fashion 
Show Co-Chairmen

Women of Faith/Women of 
Action Conference  

Janet Richards & Donna 
Leonardo, PBDCCW Women of 
Faith/Women of Action 
Conference Co-Chairmen

http://PBDCCW.org
http://PBDCCW.org
http://www.silentnomoreawareness.org
http://www.priestsforlife.org
http://catholicviewforwomen.org
http://pbdccw.org
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Please send your Deanery /Affiliate happenings and pic-
tures to Maria Shanahan at stclareccw@gmail.com so 

she can post them on our PBDCCW.com website. 
SPREAD YOUR DEANERY NEWS!

Calendar of  Events
2023 

My plans are not your plans, nor are your ways my ways, 
says the Lord.

Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my plans than your plans.  

-Isaiah 55:8-9

January 2023 
14 Golden Rose Ceremony

St. Lucie Parish Hall

February 2023 
4 Inspirations Fashion Show

Embassy Suites, Palm Beach Gardens
11 PBDCCW Winter Board Meeting

Northern Deanery Host-St. Lucie
25 Northern Deanery Spring Board Meet

ing-St. Christopher

March 2023 
4 Central Deanery Spring Board Meeting 

Our Lady Queen of the Apostles
7-8 Catholic Days at the Capitol

Tallahassee
18 Southern Deanery Spring Board Meet

ing-location t/b/d
25 Catholic Women of Faith/Women of 

Action Conference Cathedral of St.
Ignatius Loyola Parish Hall & Church
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April 2023 
9 Have a Blessed Easter!
29 Northern Deanery Spring General 

Meeting and Installation of Officers
St. Helen Parish Hall, Vero Beach

29 Central Deanery Spring General 
Meeting and Installation of Officers
Cathedral of St. Ignatius Loyola

May 2023 
8 Seminarian Luncheon, St. Matthew
12 PBDCCW Spring Board Meeting

Cathedral of St. Ignatius Loyola Parish 
Hall

12-13 PBDCCW Convention w. Installation 
of Officers
Installation Mass at 11 a.m. Cathedral of 
St. Ignatius Loyola
Convention to begin after
Doubletree Hotel & Meeting Center,
Palm Beach Gardens
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